New Alresford Town Council
Meeting of Recreation Committee Meeting
Held at the Alresford Recreation Centre
7.30pm Wednesday, 24th March, 2016
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Cllrs L.Griffiths (Chair) B.Gower, B.Jeffs
Sports Club representatives: Rob Walls, John Weston (Rugby), T.Ingram (Football), Paul Peters
(Youth Football), Howard Lewis (Tennis)
Cllr K.Barrett, Cllr E.Jeffs, Andy Joyce (Cricket).
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING Resolution: To approve the Minutes of 11th November 2015.
Proposed: Cllr.
Seconded: Cllr.
(Agreed)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- None
FINANCE REPORT – The budget is £32,000 and this committee is currently under budget due to the
financial responsibility of The Avenue grass cutting being passed onto the Environment committee.
SPORTS CLUBS REPORTSYOUTH FOOTBALL- Paul Peters reported that January & February saw a lot of postponements due to
wet weather. Stratton Bates is just about holding up after a lot of use and inclement weather.
FOOTBALL-Trevor Ingram reported that the club had a big match with Salisbury on 22nd March and
there are still 10 home games for the first reserves to fit in by the end of April. The pitch is required for
play on 1st May and a certain amount of wind down time will be needed to take down the fence and put
equipment away etc. Clerk will check if this date interferes with Cricket dates.
TENNIS- Howard Lewis reported that the Tennis Club have signed up to LTA and the Winchester ‘have
a go’ scheme. There are no winter teams but there may be a summer men’s team. Membership renewal
will be next week. Replacement Beech hedging is in progress. The Tennis club requested another litter
bin by the small entrance gate similar to the one at the double gate. The tennis club to be consulted on
the exact positioning of this bin. Clerk to ask Cllr. Kerr-Smiley to add this to his bin list. Resolution:
To add a new Tennis court bin to the current list.
Proposed: Cllr. B.Jeffs
Seconded: Cllr L.Griffiths
(AGREED)
RUBGY- John Weston reported that the club is currently recruiting young players. The 1st XV are
playing well and will end up near the top of the table. The pitches are holding up to weather, wear and
tear very well. For next season the operating expenses will be challenging and the club will be looking for
sponsorship. The club will be holding a dinner on 25th June to celebrate the 25th anniversary. The Globe
will be the venue and tickets are priced at £95 per pair to include dinner with a live band. This will be
advertised and some fund raising will take place.
Weekend car parking at Arlebury Park
Trevor Ingram explained to the committee that weekend car parking can be very difficult particularly
when Perins School have Saturday matches at the same time the Alresford Town FC. The difficulty also
arises when the Rugby club have 2 matches on the same day. For next season the committee will again
look at the calendar of events for football/rugby & Perins School to identify the difficult parking dates in
advance. If at all possible no team should have 2 matches on a Saturday.
Stratton Bates Hire
There has been an enquiry about hiring Stratton Bates for another football club but due to the pressure of
use from the Youth Football teams and maintenance of this pitch there is no available time for outside
use.
PLAY EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
Zurich Insurance Report – all recommended works have been completed apart from one item of
equipment at Stratton Bates which is waiting for a piece of equipment.
Re-vitalisation of ‘The Fort’ at Stratton Bates Recreation Ground. Peter Bridges to quote for this work.
Tree Maintenance at Stratton Bates – Resolution: To trim branches and tidy the tree area. Proposed:
Cllr L.Griffiths
Seconded: Cllr B.Jeffs
(AGREED)
Funding for play equipment - Fund raising and sports relief grants will be explored and a business plan
will need to be put in place. The neediest areas to focus on would be teenager play equipment and a
possible extension to the skateboard park.
ARLEBURY PARK
Repair to the path that runs along the edge of the Park –This path needs comprehensive repair to
bring it up to a good long lasting standard. Groundwork companies will be contacted to ascertain exactly
what is required and how much the likely cost would be, possibly to be undertaken in stages to stagger
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this cost. It is possible that a small grant could be applied for. Availability of match funding should be
checked. Clerk to get quotes for rugby pitch & play area. Resolution: To put an annual maintenance
plan in place.
Proposed: Cllr.B.Gower Seconded: Cllr L.Griffiths
(AGREED)
Storage for Brownies/Guides –There is no currently available space at Arlebury Park. It was suggested
that The Guides could possibly source local storage at a company in Prospect Road.
AMF Tent- The music festival would like to erect a tent adjacent to the Arlebury Park building for
administrative purposes on the day. Resolution: All in agreement for AMF to erect tent on the proviso
that they check the location with Howard Lewis from the Tennis Club nearer the time.
Proposed: Cllr L.Griffiths Seconded: Cllr B.Jeffs
(AGREED)
WEBSITE- It was agreed that links are required to all the Sports websites on the sports fixtures page.
Meeting closed at 21.10pm

NEXT MEETING: Next meeting date to be arranged after The Annual Town Meeting on 31st March
2016.
Chairman……………………………………………………

Date……………………………………..
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